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Je�erson County Schools expanding educational opportunities for high school
students district-wide; Signature Academies to launch in Fall 2022

Birmingham, AL - JEFCOED students will soon have access to an expanded choice of educational
opportunities. Starting in the Fall of 2022, students from all 13 high schools will be able to apply to a
signature academy to pursue a specific field of interest ranging from the arts to career technical
education.

“In many cases, students will be able to walk out the door with the credentials they need to enter the
workforce immediately with a well-paying job or continue on with their post-secondary education,” said
Dr. Walter Gonsoulin, Superintendent of Jefferson County Schools. “The goal of signature academies is
to expand the educational options for all students regardless of where they live or what school they
attend.  We are seeking to provide more opportunities and eliminate obstacles.”

The signature academy concept groups JEFCOED high schools into four zones: Northern, Southern,
Eastern, and Western.  Students will be able to apply to any academy at any school within their zone.

“For example, a Mortimer Jordan student might want to work towards an associate's degree in medical
office administration. That Mortimer Jordan student would then apply to the Center Point Academy of
College Excellence (ACE). Or, a Hueytown High School Student has an interest in biomedical science.
That individual would apply to be a student at the McAdory Academy of Biomedical Science,” said
Gonsoulin.

Students who apply to an academy at a different school will not transfer to that school, but will only
visit the campus for that one course. Core curriculum classes will still be taught at the student’s home
school.  Buses will shuttle the students between campuses for signature academy courses.

It is important to note that all academies will be optional. Students are not required to apply. Also,
while only some programs will be considered signature academies, there will be other career tech
pathways at students’ home schools. Most of those programs along with AP courses will continue
uninterrupted.
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“We’re not taking anything away, we’re adding to our already existing framework, and this is just the
beginning of what we hope to accomplish. We’re very aware that there could be growing pains. But
we’re willing to face those if the end result is better serving our students. That’s the goal,” said
Gonsoulin.

The application portal will open on March 7th. The district will now begin an aggressive and
intentional marketing campaign. Parents and students should expect more information in the coming
days about the programs offered for each zone, as well as, information about how to apply for a specific
academy. Students can also view information, including academy options and required courses, on
their individual school’s academy website.   Each page can be accessed through jefcoed.com/academies.

Academy Zones and Choices

Northern Zone Academies:

ACE-College Excellence
Agricultural Science
Culinary Arts
Cybersecurity
Engineering
Art-Special Effects

Location:

Center Point
Mortimer Jordan
Mortimer Jordan
Center Point
Pinson Valley
Pinson Valley

Eastern Zone Automotive Technology
Biomedical Science
Broadcast Journalism
Culinary Arts
Leadership (ROTC)
Art-Professional Design

Shades Valley
Clay-Chalkville
Clay-Chalkville
Clay-Chalkville
Shades Valley
Shades Valley

Western Zone Advanced Manufacturing
Agricultural Science
Automotive Technology
Biomedical Science
Building Construction
Engineering
Art-Music Technology

Minor
Corner
Gardendale
Fultondale
Minor
Gardendale
Minor

Southern Zone Advanced Manufacturing
Agricultural Science
Automotive Technology
Biomedical Science
Broadcast Journalism
Engineering
Leadership (JROTC)
Logistics
Art-Music Technology

McAdory
Oak Grove
Hueytown
McAdory
Hueytown
Oak Grove
Pleasant Grove
Pleasant Grove
Hueytown
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http://www.jefcoed.com/academies


2100 18th Street South  |  Birmingham, Alabama  |  35209-1891  |  205.379.2000  |  www.jefcoed.com


